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International Conference on Contemporary Trends in Road Safety  

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

UNECE’s actions in support of  
the Decade of Action for Road Safety, 2011-2020 
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United Nations Economic Commission   

UNECE 



3 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

A regional - and increasingly global – centre for international legal instruments  

UNECE 

•  58 UNECE international conventions and agreements 
   - Road, rail, inland waterways and combined transport 
 
•  33 UNECE trade facilitation recommendations 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

UNECE Transport Division 

where global solutions are shaped for you 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

• International platform 
• 58 UN conventions 

 Regulatory 
 Analytical 
 Technical assistance 

 capacity bldg 
 accession 
 implementation 

UNECE Transport Division 

where global solutions are shaped for you 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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Infrastructure: road, railway, combined transport  
(AGC, AGR, AGN, AGTC)  

Legal frameworks for the development of coherent international 
infrastructure networks  

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 



World Forum for 
Harmonization of  
Vehicle Regulations 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations 

United Nations Economic Commission   

Environmental Protection 

Working Party on Pollution and Energy (GRPE) 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG): 1987 

Regulation 100 Electrical Vehicles (EV): 1996 

Measurement procedure for CO2 emissions (Fuel 
consumption): 1997 

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG): 2000 

Hybrid/Electric Vehicles (HEV): 2004 

Plug-in Hybrid/Electric Vehicles (PHEV): 2008 

New emission limits: 2010 

Fuel Quality standards (2011/2013) 

Environmentally Friendly Vehicles (EFV)  

– Feasibility (2012) 

Hydrogen & Fuel Cell vehicles (HFCV) - Environment: 
(2013) 

Heavy Duty Hybrids (2014) 

Worldwide Harmonized Light Vehicle Test Procedures 
(WLTP) (CO2 emissions): (2015) 

Working Party on Noise (GRB) 

Noise level of motor cycles and motor vehicles: 1980 
&1982 

Tyre rolling noise and wet grip adhesion: 2007 

Regulation 51 New noise measurement method: 2007 – 
new limit values: (2012) 

Tyres with low Rolling Resistance: 2010 

Guidelines for Quit Road Transport Vehicles (QRTV) 
2011 

Active Safety (Crash Avoidance) 

Working Party on Lighting and Light 

Signalling (GRE) 

Conspicuity/Contour markings for trucks: 2006  

Daytime Running Lamps (DRL): 2007 

Adaptive Front-lighting Systems (AFS): 2007 

LED headlamps: 2008 

Working Party on Brakes and Running Gear (GRRF) 

Anti-lock braking systems (ABS): 1990 

Regenerative braking systems: 2008 

Electronic Stability Control (ESC): 2008 

Tyre Pressure Monitoring Systems (TPMS): 2010 

New Regulation on Advanced Emergency Braking 
Systems and Lane Departure Warning Systems 
(AEBS & LDW): (2011/2012) 

 

Passive Safety (Crash Worthiness) 

Working Party on Passive Safety (GRSP) 

Regulation 16 Safety belts: 1970 

Protective helmets: 1972 

Regulation 44 Child Restraint Systems (CRS): 1981 

Frontal and lateral crash tests: 1995 

Pedestrian safety: 2008 

Hybrid and Electric safety: 2010 

New Regulation of Child Restrain systems (2012) 

Pole side test (2012) 

Hydrogen & Fuel Cell vehicles (HFCV) - Safety: (2012) 

Harmonization of dummies (2013) 

Crash compatibility (2015) 

 

 
General Safety 

Working Party on General Safety Provisions (GRSG) 

Indirect vision systems (mirrors & camera monitoring): 
1981/2005 

Safety glazing materials: 1981/2008 

Superstructure of buses and coaches: 1986/2010 

Vehicle alarm systems: 1997 

Burning behavior: 2005 
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Traffic rules, road signs and signals 

A set of internationally agreed:  
 
• Road traffic regulations 
 
• Road signs 
 
• Signals and markings 
 
• Safety requirements for motor vehicles 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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Hours and Conditions of Work 
(AETR) 

Uniform working 
conditions for 
drivers of 
commercial 
vehicles engaged 
in international 
road transport 

Digital Tachograph 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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Transport of Dangerous Goods  
(ADR, RID, ADN) 

Uniform requirements to 
ensure a high level of safety 
of international transport of 

dangerous goods 

United Nations Economic Commission   
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

UNECE: a 360-degree approach to road safety 
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United Nations Economic Commission   

Decade of Action for Road Safety 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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United Nations Economic Commission   

Decade of Action for Road Safety 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

PLAN OF ACTION 

Goal: to halt or reverse the increasing trend in 
road traffic fatalities 

National activities 

International 
activities 

Funding 

Monitoring 

Five pillars 

Activities 
Activities 
Activities 
Activities 
Activities 
Activities 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 Five activities 

Five pillars 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6  

Indicators 
Indicators 
Indicators 
Indicators 
Indicators 
Indicators 

International 
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United Nations Economic Commission   
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United Nations Economic Commission   

Decade of Action for Road Safety: 

contribution by UNECE 
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United Nations Economic Commission   
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

1968 Convention on Road Traffic 

http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/legalinst.html 

http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/legalinst.html
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

72 Contracting Parties 

1968 Convention on Road Traffic 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

1968 Convention on Road  
Signs and Signals 

http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/legalinst.html 

http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/legalinst.html
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

62 Contracting Parties 

1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

 

 A system of sign classification 
 Over 200 reference signs 
 Facilitation of international road traffic, trade, tourism 
 Enhanced road safety 

 Admission to international traffic, 

 A set of agreed road traffic rules 

 Reference for national legislation  

 Mutual recognition of vehicle certificates, driving permits 

 Facilitation of international traffic, trade, tourism  

 Enhanced road safety BENEFITS ? 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

AETR Agreement 
 

- Currently regional in scope (UNECE members only) 
- Interest from North Africa and Middle East 
- Likely to be «opened up» relatively soon 
- Accession easy but implementation quite complex 
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United Nations Economic Commission   
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

UN Global Road Safety Week 
 
EG on safety at level crossings 
 
Cooperation with private sector to 
combat drink driving  
 
Getting youth/scouts involved in 
road safety 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Europe-Asia Road Safety 
Forum 
 
EG on road signs and signals 
 
Road safety posters  
 
AETR Expert Group   
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